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Birth rate, infant deaths fall in India, finds survey

Ramya Kannan

CHENNAI

The bulletin from the re-
cent Sample Registration
Survey (SRS) 2024 pro-
vides the sharpest picture
vet of India in the throes of
demographic transition.
As per the latest esti-
mate, while the country’s
birth rate has fallen bet-
ween 2014 and 2024 and
the death rate is down mar-
ginally, good gains have
been reported with the In-
fant Mortality Rate (IMR),
amid substantial progress
made over the last decade.
However, vast gaps persist
between rural and urban
areas and progress across
the country is uneven,
making the call for equita-
ble growth and appro-

priate deployment of re-
sources particularly sound.

Changing trends

India's birth rate, death rate and infant martality rate have fallen

over the last decade, though vast
Progress persist

rural-urban gaps and uneven

Indicator 2014 2024 Difference
Birth rate 21 | 18.3" | Down by 2.7 paints
Deathrate | 67 |6.4° | Down by 0.3 paints
moralityrata | 3 | 24 | Down by 15 points
*Barths per | **Deaths per | # Infant deaths
population | population | per 1000 live
ROl of 1,000 of 1,000 births

The country’s birth rate
~ live births per 1,000 pop-
ulation - fell from 21 in
2014 to 18.3 in 2024, while
the death rate (deaths per
1,000 people) is down
from 6.7 to 6.4. The IMR,
recorded as the number of
deaths per thousand live
births, has dropped from
39 to 24. While the overall

Sourca: SRS Buliatin 2024

performance is creditable,
indicating several mea-
sures being launched by
the Centre and States to
improve healthcare out-

comes, the disappoint-

ment is in the relatively

worse performance in ru-
ral areas. In fact, they drag
the country's averages
down substantially.

For instance, while the
rural birth rate fell from
227 to 20.2 in the given de-
cade, the simultaneous de-
cadal performance in the
urban areas was better -
the birth rate fell from 17.4
to 14.7. In the rural areas,
the death rate fell from 7.3
to 6.8 between 2014 and
2024, and in the urban seg-
ment, it was at 5.5 in 2014
and went up marginally to
5.6 - still a better perfor-
mance than in rural areas.

The gains of urban areas
in this bulletin are proba-
bly the most appreciable
result in the held of IMR,
dropping from 26 to I7 by
nine points. While it has
dropped 16 points from 43
to 27 in the rural areas dur-
ing the same period, it is
still further away from the
national target to reduce
the IMR to single digits.

The differences are also
stark, with some States
way ahead of the rest. Ker-
ala and Tamil Nadu lead
the way with better statis-
tics in all sectors. Kerala
has the lowest natural
growth rate (NGR) of 3.9,
the rate at which a popula-
tion increases or decreases
due to births and deaths,
excluding migration, ex-
pressed as a percentage. It
is also a crucial indicator of
demographic transition.

Kerala also has a single-
digit IMR (8), the lowest in
the country. Tamil Nadu
brings up the second posi-
tion among larger States,
with an NGR of 4.8 and an
IMR of 11. Among the small-
er States, Goa (4.2NGR and
11 IMR) and among Union
Territories, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands (4.1 NGR
and 9 IMR) show the way.



Interpreting the ‘rise’ of the Cockroach Janta Party

n just four days, a formation in India calling
itself the ‘Cockroach Janta Party” has
accumulated a following that established
political organisations often spend years
building. Meme pages, Instagram reels, and
semi-ironic political formations began
aggregating at remarkable speed, prompting
comparisons with Bangladesh and Nepal, where
youth-led mobilisations appeared capable of
unsettling entrenched political arrangements
through digitally synchronised anger.
Increasingly, many are wondering whether this is
the future of politics itself: reactive and
emotionally charged, and organised less around
long-term political structures than around
‘The excitement is understandable because
younger people increasingly feel disconnected
from institutional politics and representative
structures that appear distant from their lived
anxieties about work, aspiration, insecurity, and
exhaustion. Social media allows individuals who
otherwise experience themselves as politically
isolated to suddenly participate in moments of
collective emotional intensity. A meme or slogan
can create the feeling of political participation
within hours. Yet, the deeper question is whether
politics organised primarily through
synchronised outrage can sustain itself beyond
moments of emotional intensity.

The erosion of collective social life
The real crisis is not simply institutional decline
or ideological exhaustion. The deeper crisis
concerns the erosion of collective social life itself.
Public life has weakened, and many shared
spaces through which people once experienced
collective belonging have steadily delenumed. In
the past, political formations emerged through
unions, campuses, neighbourhood associations,
and everyday cultures of participation embedded
within ordinary social life. Those structures
created continuity and emotional investment that
allowed political life to exist beyond immediate
reaction. Increasingly, however, societies produce
individualised subjects who remain emotionally
hungry for collective belonging while lacking the
social conditions that are necessary to sustain it.
Perhaps this reflects one of the deeper
contradictions of modernity itself. The language
of liberty that emerged after the French
Revolution was historically tied to emancipation
and collective self-rule. Yet, over time, especially
within consumer societies shaped by
fossil-fuel-driven development, freedom
increasingly came to mean individualised
freedom of choice: the freedom to consume,
compete, and privately pursue aspiration. Public
life gradually weakened as private life expanded.

Soumyajit Bhar

Senior Assistant
Professor at the
School of

Libieral Studies,

BML Munjal University

Digital political
maobilisation
also reflects
fragmentation
beneath
contemporary
public and
social life

Under such conditions, digitally synchronised
crowds become psychologically powerful because
they temporarily relieve isolation. A common
enemy allows fragmented individuals to feel
collectively present again.

This is where the distinction between
synchronisation and solidarity becomes
important. Contemporary platforms are
extraordinarily effective at producing
synchronisation. Millions can feel emotionally
aligned within hours through shared outrage or a
symbolic target. However, emotional
synchronisation is not the same as durable
collective life. One produces intensity; the other
requires continuity, memory, emotional
investment, and long-term commitment.
Contemporary politics increasingly forms around
antagonism rather than shared futures because
outrage circulates faster than organisation, and
anger is easier to sustain digitally than
commitment.

Cross-country comparisons require caution
This is why comparisons with Bangladesh and
Nepal require caution. The underlying conditions
do not appear lundamentally different. In both
cases, initial reactive energy eventually moved
toward more organised political formations. The
decentralised swarm did not remain
decentralised; it was redirected, institutionalised,
or exhausted. That suggests the deeper issue may
not concern student politics or youth
mobilisation in one country versus another. The
broader structural tendencies — individualisation,
fragmented public life, and weakening collective
institutions — increasingly appear shared across
much of the contemporary

This is where reflections emerging from the
recent Iran-Israel-United States tensions become
relevant. Decentralised resilience is only possible
when sustained by deeper emotional and
material structures capable of surviving beyond
moments of immediate confrontation.
Distributed action cannot function indefinitely
through outrage alone. For decentralised systems
to remain coherent without centralised command
at every stage, there must exist some larger
shared horizon: collective ethical commitment,
emotional continuity, historical memory, or
durable symbolic attachment. Decentralisation is
not merely organisational or technological; it is
also emotional, cultural, and material.

What increasingly appears visible in
COntemporary d.lgml politics is the coexistence of
ENOrmous energy with weakening
structures of collective endurance. This is where
Jacques Lacan's famous intervention during the
May 1968 French student uprisings becomes
relevant. At a moment when many intellectuals

imagined the protests as radically emancipatory,
Lacan responded with an unsettling observation:
“What you aspire to as revolutionaries is a master
You will get one.” His point was not merely
cynical. Revolt against one symbolic order does
not automatically abolish mastery. More often,
desire reorganises itself around new forms of
certainty and authority.

This insight becomes important in societies
shaped by individualised aspiration and
emotional fragmentation because politics
organised primarily through opposition derives
much of its coherence from the enemy itself. The
enemy stabilises identity and keeps the crowd
emotionally synchronised. But once movements
move toward governance, contradictions emerge,
compromises become necessary, and symbolic
clarity weakens. The crowd that formed around
shared antagonism then discovers that sustaining
a collective world is far more difficult than
synchronising anger. o

There is also a deeper material contradiction.
Developmental systems shaped by
fossil-fuel-driven modernisation not only intensify
individualisation but also structurally reproduce
centralisation. Energy systems, logistics
networks, financial architectures, digital
platforms, and megacities all operate through
immense concentrations of coordination and
power. Even the platforms through which
themselves among the most centralised
technological systems in history.

The central point

This creates a contradiction at the heart of
contemporary anti-establishment politics. People
increasingly desire decentralisation emotionally
while inhabiting systems structurally dependent
on centralisation. The crowd can challenge
power, but reorganising power requires
engagement with material systems that push
relentlessly toward concentration, scale, and
control. Unless societies can begin rebuilding the
emotional, institutional, and material foundation:
necessary for collective life - trust, shared
responsibility, organisational memory, and
durable public commitment - reactive
synchronisation will continue to reproduce cycles
of outrage without durable transformation.

The central question is not whether
decentralised political energy can emerge. It
clearly can. The real question is whether
contemporary societies still possess the capacity
to transform synchronisation into solidarity, and
moments of reactive mobilisation into enduring
collective forms, or whether every rupture will
eventually reproduce new concentrations of
power and, as Lacan warned, new masters.




India, Cyprus elevate bilateral ties to strategic
partnership; ink pact for defence cooperation

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In a sign of India’s expand-
ing involvement in the
eastern Mediterranean re-
gion, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Friday said
that India's ties with Cy-
prus are based on "respect
for sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity™.

Welcoming Cypriot Pre-
sident Nikos Christodou-
lides, Mr. Modi laid out an
ambitious canvas for the
bilateral relationship, pre-
senting Cyprus as an “in-
vestment gateway” to the
European Union (EU). Cy-
prus currently holds the
Presidency of the Council
of the European Union.

India and Cyprus an-
nounced the elevation of
their bilateral ties to the le-
vel of a "strategic partner-
ship”, and also formed a
road map for defence
cooperation. Cypriot ofh-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Cypeiot President Nikos
Christodoulsdes in New Delhi on Friday. SUSHIL muMAR VERMA

cials said that Nicosia is in-
terested in buying items
from the Indian defence in-
dustry. “India-Cyprus rela-
tions are strong as well as
futuristic. Our relationship
is based on democracy and
the rule of law. We respect
the sovereignty and terri
torial integrity of all coun-
tries. India is totally com-
mitted to these principles
and will remain so in the

future,” the Prime Minister
said in a statement, alter
the two sides held delega-
tion-level talks and sealed
multiple agreements at
Hyderabad House.

Mr. Modi's reference to
"sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity” is being
widely interpreted as sup-
port to Cyprus as it conti-
nues to deal with Northern
Cyprus, which Turkey re-

cognises
state.

as a separate

Bridge to the EU

In his remarks, the visiting
President presented Cy-
prus-India ties as an entry
point for India’s wider rela-
tionship with the EU, with
which New Delhi conclud-
ed a Free Trade Agreement
earlier this year.

Following the talks, se-
nior Cypriot ofhcials said
that Cyprus is eager to pro-
vide transhipment facili-
ties tor the global traffic of
commodities and cargo
that are affected by the
U.S.-Israel war against Iran.
To help remedy the cur-
rent disruption in supply
chains, Cyprus has started
powering the IMEEC and
has formed a “Friends of
IMEEC" grouping within
the EU. “We had extensive
discussions on IMEEC. We
agree that we need to start
the building blocks in or-

der for IMEEC to be real-
ised” a Cypriot official
said. Direct flights will
soon be lunched between
India and Cyprus, Cypriot
ofhcials said.

They also shared an am-
bitious plan to use the In-
dia-Cyprus relationship to
energise the IMEEC project
that will also restructure
the security architecture of
the eastern Mediterranean
where Turkey is an active
player because of its stakes
in northern Cyprus.

According to a joint
statement issued at the end
of the visit, Mr. Modi and
Mr. Christodoulides wel-
comed the signing of an
MoU between the Cyprus
Defence and Space Indus-
tries Cluster and the Socie-
ty of Indian Defence Manu-
facturers. The two sides
will intensify collaboration
in cybersecurity, the mari-
time domain, and emerg-
ing technologies, it said.



